Wimonkan Kosumas, Ph.D.

Education

1999 Ph.D. in Foreign Affairs, University of Virginia, USA.
(Japan-ASEAN Scholarship)
1990 M.A. in Foreign Affairs, University of Virginia, USA.
(Fulbright / Purifoy Scholarship)
1983 B.A. in Political Science (Comparative Politics), second class honors, Thammasat

University, Bangkok, Thailand

Work Experiences

Jan 2024- Member of Board of Trustee, the Kenan Foundation Asia

Present

2009-2023 Deputy Director-General, Office of Small and Medium Enterprise
Promotion (OSMEP) under the direct supervision of Thailand’s
Prime Minister, in charge of three core functions: 1) Policy and
Planning, 2) Organizational Strategies, 3) International
Cooperation. The DDG is the highest position among the
OSMEP’s permanent staff, as OSMEP’s Director-General by law

must be a political appointee and non-OSMEP staff member only.

September Acting Director-General, Office of SME Promotion, during the first

2019-dune year of Thailand’s military government after the 2014 coup d’etat,
2020 and in which OSMEP was moved from the Ministry of Industry to be
July 2014- under the direct supervision of the Military Prime Minister. The
June 2020 second time of my acting as OSMEP’s Director General was

during the first year of the Covid-19 pandemic.
2017-2018 Member, SME Promotional Act Revision Subcommittee, National

Legislative Assembly

2016 Speaker, Customer Protection Law Revision Committee,

National Legislative Assembly
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2015 Chair, ASEAN Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group

2013-2014 Chair, APEC Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group

2002-2009 Director, International Cooperation and Policy Support
Department,
Office of Small and Medium Enterprise Promotion

2000-2001 Chief, Policy Section, Policy and Planning Division, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

1996-1999 Study Leave

1991-1995 Soviet Desk Officer, Department of European Affairs, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

1988-1990 Study Leave

1985-1987 East Asia Desk Officer, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

1984 Project Officer in Charge of Technical Cooperation among
Developing Countries, Department of Technical and Economic
Cooperation, Office of the Prime Minister

Experiences Relating to the UN Sustainable Development Goals

2022-2023

2022

2022

Coordinated the 2-year project with the United Nation Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) to
formulate and promote policy frameworks, ecosystem and
stakeholder networks required to facilitate Inclusive Businesses in
Thailand.

Received the UN Women’s “Women Empowerment Principles
Award,” for exemplary leadership in advancing the Women

Empowerment Principles in Thailand.

- Initiated the formal definition of women entrepreneurs with support
from the UN Women to ease their access to market and corporate
procurement.

- Led the coordination efforts among various government agencies
in Thailand to collect sex disaggregated data on women

entrepreneurs.



2020-2021

2019

2019

2019-2020
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Proposed and steered the 30 percent set aside for Thailand’s
SMEs access to government procurement, to provide the needed

liquidity to the SME sector during and after the post-covid 19 period.

Co-hosted with the UNESCAP “the Second ASEAN Inclusive
Business Summit” in Bangkok, Thailand, during November 8-
9,2019.

Invited to attend the Women’s Economic Empowerment: Global
Cooperation and Training Framework (April 17-18, 2019),
organized by US Department of State Office of Global Partnership,

in cooperation with the Taiwanese government in Taipei.

Joined an expert group under the UNESCAP to draft “Policy
Guidebook for MSME Development in Asia and the Pacific, 2nd
Edition, 16 May 20022.

Experiences Relating to Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperations

2022

2002-2023

2018-2020

2015

Chair, the Hosting of APEC SME Ministerial Meeting Committee

Annually led the Thai delegations to attend APEC SME Working
Group Meetings, OECD Working Party on Small and Medium
Enterprises as well as ASEAN SME Working Group Meetings.

Led a research project in cooperation with the OECD titled
“Entrepreneurship in Regional Innovation Clusters: Case Studies of

Chiangmai and Chiang Rai, Thailand”.

- Chaired the drafting of ASEAN SME Strategic Action Plan (2016-
2025)

- Proposed the cooperation between ASEAN SME Working Group
and the OECD, resulting in ASEAN-OECD Flagship Project, entitled
the ASEAN SME Policy Index, which as of February 2024 is under
the third phase. The Policy Index functions as a term of reference
for policies and project proposals on SME development across
ASEAN.



2013-2014

2010

2006-2007

2004-2005

2002-2003

Sept-Dec 1991
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- Proposed and steered the establishment of the ASEAN
Regional Service Providers Website, later progressed into “ASEAN
Access Website.” The website is promoted by the ASEAN
Secretariat as the ASEAN’s official business portal to service both
regional MSMEs and non-ASEAN entrepreneurs who want to do
businesses in ASEAN.

Chaired the drafting of the APEC SME Strategic Plan for 2013-
2016, and supervised the research on APEC SME Policy Index,
financed by OSMEP as Thailand’s self-funded project.

Headed the Thai team comprising of over 25 government bodies to
work with the OECD Working Party on the 1st peer review of SME
Promotion in Thailand (and ASEAN), resulting in several major
recommendations and implementations, including the transferring of
Office of SME Promotion from the Ministry of Industry to the direct
supervision of the Prime Minister, introducing multi-year budgeting
approach as well as the replacement of sector-specific approach to

portfolio approach in Thailand’s SME promotion.

Led the Thai Delegation to negotiate the SME Section under Japan-

Thailand Economic Partnership Agreement.

Proposed the SME Cooperation Section in the drafted Thai-US
Free Trade Agreement and latter led the Thai negotiator team for

the SME Cooperation Section.

Transferred from Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Office
of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion to take charge of the
hosting of the APEC Ministerial Meeting on Small and Medium
Enterprises(2023) in Thailand.

Represented Thailand in the “Special Political and Decolonization

Committee” under the United Nations General Assembly.



Other Part Time Jobs:

2005

2000-2005

1997-1999

1994-1995

1992-1993

1991

Columnist for Thailand’s Daily Newspaper--, Matichon and Krungtep
Turakit

Producer and host of a two-hour radio show, “New Dimensions,”
featuring books reviews in various areas such as business, finance,
economics and self-improvement, 97.5 FM, every Saturday,1:00-
3:00 pm.

Secretary to President, International Cooperation Council,

University of Virginia

Producer and host of a two-hour radio show, “World News” every
Saturday and Sunday, 6:00 - 8:00 am.

Translator and editor of CNN News for Thailand’s Channel 5 TV.

Columnist, “World Disorder,” Thai Financial.

Academic Experiences

Spring 1998

1991-1995

1991

1991

Dissertation

Teaching Assistant, “International Organization,”
Department of Government and Foreign Affairs, University of

Virginia

Guest Lecturer on Politics and Economics of Russia,

Army Academy and Air Force Senior Officers’ Academy, Thailand

Visiting Lecturer, “Politics and Government of Eastern Europe,”

Department of Political Science, Thammasat University
Visiting Lecturer, “Theory of International Politics”, Kreuk University.

“Half-a-Hegemon Japan’s Leadership in Southeast Asia:”

A comparative study of Japan’s and the United States’ roles in the
provision of international public goods required in the international
security management, including 1) market-of-last-resort; 2) lender-
of-last-resort; 3) international currencies. 4) macro-economic policy

coordination; 5) foreign aid; and 6) military security.



Training

2019

2010

2009

2008

2007

2004

2002

2002

2001

Women’s Economic Empowerment: Global Cooperation and
Training Framework (Taipei, April 17-18, 2019), organized by US
Department of State Office of Global Partnership, in cooperation

with the Taiwanese government.

ASEM SME Green Growth Workshop

ASEM SME Government Procurement Workshop

OECD Workshop on Regional Supply Chain and SMEs

OECD SME Statistics Workshop

Training on Academia-Industry Linkages for SMEs, METI, Japan
International Visitor Program for APEC SMEs

International Negotiations, Department of States, USA

Public Speaking in English, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Germany



