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The study of morphological measurements of hill mynahs in Thailand showed
that there were five different groups of morphological variation: northern, modified
northern, intermediate, modified southern, and southern groups. Two questions about
these three new hill mynah groups, modified northern, intermediate and modified
southern ' groups, of which the morphologies varied from the original subspecies,

northern group (Gracula religiosa intermedia) and southern group (G. r. religiosa)

were raised: their occurrence in the nature and the proportion of the population.

The objective of this study is to answer the above-mentioned questions by
investigating the composition and the amount of the five different hill mynah groups in

a flock during nonbreeding season as well as the paring and mating behavior among

these groups during breeding season in 10 provinces: Mae Hong Son, Phetchabun,

Ubon Ratchathani, Nakhon Ratchasima, Trat, Kanchanaburi, Prachuapkhirikhan,

Chumphon, Satun, and Narathiwat.



The study showed that the three new hill mynah groups were found between
6° -16° N of Thailand with northern and southern groups. The modified northern and
intermediate groups were found most in Kanchanaburi and Prachuapkhirikhan. The
proportions were 53% and 55% of these two groups in the country respectively.
Modified southern group was found most in Satun, being 66% of this group.

Northern group formed the largest population of hill mynah found in Thailand
(38%), followed by southern group (18%). The proportions of modified northern,
intermediate, and modified southern groups were 16%, 12% and 16% respectively.
Therefore, the three new hill mynah groups were totally 44% of the whole population
of hill mynahs in Thailand.

The study of mating behavior showed that the two original subspecies mated
within the same groups, 54% of all mating pairs, while the rest were the three new hill
mynah groups which mated among themselves and with the two original subspecies.

It can be concluded that the occurrence of three new hill mynah groups in the
nature was from interbreeding between groups of different hill mynahs which resulted
in a gradual increase of their populations. However, this type of study should be
repeated every five years to assess the population dynamics of hill mynahs in Thailand.
The natural and artificial changes of habitat which affect the hill mynah population is

one factor accounting for the occurrence of biodiversity of this wildlife.
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