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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the role of community enterprises affecting
the strength of community forestry management, and to study the relationships between
community enterprises and the strength of community forestry management. The study was
conducted mainly in Silalaeng Sub-district, Pua District, Nan Province.

The researcher studied documents, and used observations, structured and unstructured
interviws to collect data. She also participated in a number of activities of Donchai village,

Silalaeng Sub-district, Pua District, Nan Province.



The results of the study were as follows :

The important factor that helped strengthening the community‘ forestry management
was the economic condition. When the economy of the community was secured, it helped the
community being capable in solving its problems, in this case, by having community
enterprises to develop its economy. As the community had an organization to handle its
business, and gain doing long-term benefits, the people could leam their living well, resulting
in conserving their culture continuously.

Community enterprises were in a way of doing business which had its production that
appropriate to the unique way of life, society, economy, and ecological system of the
community. Those enterprises were conducted by the people in the community, who had
organized themselves as a local village group, with participation of all the members in
determining the direction and operations of all group activities. Such business was fitted to the
needs of the majorrity of members, and set of the base of reality, appropriateness to way of
life, local wisdom, economic conditions, society, and ecological system.

The effects of the community of Silalaeng Sub-district to solve the problem of
conservation via community forest management showed the capability and development of
the people organizations. Such capability was focused on the management of their own
natural resources. It was important to recognize that this was a reality which had resulted from
the leaming process with in the community, and between the community and outside
organizations. The work of the villagers in this respect needed to be cbnceptualized in terms
of the their rights and power of community organizations to parﬁcipate in their decision-
making process. When that metter was overed, it was necessary for the state to set conditions
for promoting the local people to start and develop local organizations for a participatory

approach to community forestry management in the future.
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