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The objectives of this rescarch include (1) studying the importance of biodiversity for the household economy
(2) studying different methods of biodiversity management and sustainable utilization (3) studying the necessary
conditions for organizing biodiversity. In collecting data, techniques and tools of community forestry adapted to Rapud
Rural Appraisal (RRA). Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) are evaluated through questionnaires answered by a sample
group of 150 houscholds in three villages.

The study identifies various kinds of forest products from Kok Hin Lad Community Forest These include 34
kinds of wild mushrooms, 12 kinds of insects and products of insects, 23 kinds of wild vegetables, 6 kinds of wild animals,
20 kinds of wild fruits, 2 kinds of edible roots, 2 kinds of pasture, and 10 kinds of herbs or medicinal plants. The data ako
shows that the locals use many kinds of wood as fucl. These products have great economic importance for the families
living in the arca of the community forcst The sampled households eamed about 2,038,867.00 taht in the last year.
Consumption represented about 1,002,409.00 baht per year, with about 1,036,458.00 baht per year camed from cash saks.

A study involving a cucalyptus plantation introduced into the community forest study area by the Royal Forest
Department and JICA in 1997 showed some of the effects on the way of life in the villages, especially in terms of food
secunty. People in 20 nearby villages came together as “The Local Organization for the Preservation of Kok Hin Lad
Community Forest” to protect their community forést. According to the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, enacted
by King Rama IV on the cleventh day of October, B.E. 1907: section 79. “The state shall promote and encourage public
participation in the preservation, maintenance and balanced explodtation of natural resources and biological diversity.”
Kok Hin Lad local community should, therefore, have the right to eamn their living from bio-resources in their area.
Benefit-sharing among local people should be considered.  Five management approaches are therefore recommended to
sustam the Kok Hin ]ad community forest : (1) limit the use of natural resources; (2) protect against forest fires; (3) teach
children and youth to know and respect the environment; (4) clearly delineate forest boundaries; and (5) regularly evaluate
the Local Organization for the Preservation of‘ Kok Hin Lad Commumity Forest The recommendations on policy outlined
in the Constitution in sections 45, 46, 56, 79 and 290, which deal with natural resources and biological diversity, should be
realized in practical legislation. Future rescarch is needed in the following areas: ecological study on wild mushrooms:
evaluations of non-timber forest producst (NTFPs); and the passibilities of controlling forest utilization. Such studies

would be very useful for the future management of Kok Hin Lad commumnity forest.
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5. waldith (wild fruits)
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