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Abstract

The objective of research on “ Community Knowledge on Recovering and
Developing Genetic Plants and Local Plants in the Dwelling Land in Chiangrai
Province” is to study on local wisdom of the Northern People living in the flat land,
especially their thinking system, their believe, and their custom to help one another
and the sue of natural resources for self reliant.

The finding of the research indicates that the Northern local people have
body of knowledge to select 183 kinds of plants from forest to grow on their land
which is called “Family Forest.” The body of knowledge on planting, maintaining
and using the plants has been transferred into cultural belief, which are in
accordance with the biological principles of the plants. The plants were grown in
four directions of their land and average four categories namely food plants, herbs,
useful trees, and auspicious trees.

Since 1989, Chiangrai province have been promoted as trading and tourist
area according to the economic development policy of sub-region in Maekhong
basin, composing of China, Mynmar, Thailand and Laos PDR. This policy has
officiated the mean of production as well as way of life of rural people. Eventually,
the people have to depend on technology rather than being self-reliant. This causes
the social problems in the communities at present.

The researcher recommends that the local wisdom especially the body of
knowledge on planting, maintaining and the use of plants in the dwelling land
should be promoted in economic and social development including community
development, bio-diversity development, and community curriculum development in
every areas. This will eventually support the self. Reliant of small farmers in Thai

society in the future.
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