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(Monitoring relative abundance and distribution of large mammals
in Khlong Saeng Forest Reserves , Surat-Thani Province.)

Abstract

To monitor the status and population trend of large mammals in Khlong Saeng Forest
Reserve, Surat -Thani province, the relative abundance and distribution of eleven species of
mammals were surveyed by their tracks and dungs or pellets along the riparian areas of six
streams that flow to Ratchaprapha reservoir and the riparian areas of the lower part of the
reservoir between October 2000 to September 2001 and December 1997 to July 1998.
Although the average frequency of surveyed animal's signs in 7 study sites between 2

different period were deceased but there were no significantly different (P> 0.05).

Nevertheless, the frequency occurrence of each surveyed mammals in the study site was
decreased with no significantly different except barking deer. The presence of barking deer's
signs was significantly decreased(P< 0.05). This result was supported by the wildlife carcass
records and illegal hunting reports between 1997 to 2001 that showed no different in trend.
Further study should be follow up to monitor the changing in wild mammals population in
this area. Nevertheless the study of large mammals distribution in this area showed that area
A, B and D are important habitat for wildlife in Khlong Saeng Wildlife Sanctuary. Camera
trapping between November 2000 to July 2002 showed the presence of rare species of
mammals in Khlong Saeng Wildlife Sanctuary such as clouded leopard, marble cat and
golden cat etc. Tigers ,wild dogs and bantengs were considered to be critical endanger
species in this area.

Key word : Large mammals , Khlong Saeng Wildlife Sanctuary , Abundance .
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Conclusion

The study on monitoring relative abundance and distribution of large mammals in
Khlong Saeng forest reserve could provide a lot of useful information in conservation,
administration and planning of Khlong Saeng Wildlife Sanctuary such as:

-Distribution of large mammals in this area. -
-Identify the important habitat for wildlife in Khlong Saeng Forest Reserve

(Area A, B&D)

-Identify the areas influenced by hunting pressure (Area E&C).
-Identify the problem that affected the nature resources in Khlong Saeng
Wildlife Sanctuary and Khao Sok National park.

The relative abundance of 9 species of large mammals in Khlong Saeng Forest
Reserve from 2 study period between 1998 to 2000 was decreased but there is no significantly
different. Follow up study should be conducted again in order to monitor the population trend
of large mammals. To make sure that the changing in wildlife population trend are not
characterized by the animals behavior or the food availability or the environmental factor
effecting the animal signs. This study was the first step in conducting wildlife monitoring
program in this area. Nevertheless some problems occurred in this area were also identified
such as:

1. Tourism in wildlife habitat such as Area A ( Khlong Saeng ) Area B ( Khlong Ya

) and Khlong Longh were not zoning and limited the group and number of tourists
as well as activity .

2. Fishery in the remote up stream river were occurred. The riparian areas and

riverine habitat for wildlife were decreased.

Illegal hunting are serious in area C and area E.

4. Electro fishing have taken place in some stream in Khlong Saeng Wildlife
Sanctuary and Khao Sok National Park that affected the mortality of wildlife.

5. The decreasing of feeding areas for herbivores because of the high water level in
the reservoir.
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