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Species Diversity and Distribution of Fairy Shrimps in Thailand

La-orsri Sanoamuang’, Niwat Sanoamuang’, Nukul Saengphan’, Rameth Chusing’

Sujiporn Athibai' and Supastra Lekchan'

' Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Khon Kaen University, Khon Kaen 40002
’Department of Plant Pathology, Faculty of Agriculture, Kaen University, Khon Kaen 40002
*College of Agriculture and Technology, Dan Chang District, Suphan Buri 72180

Abstract

The species composition and distribution of fairy shrimps in freshwater
habitats in Thailand were investigated from February 1999 to August 2000. Three
species were identified, two of which (Branchinella thailandensis n. sp. and
Streptocephalus siamensis n. sp.) are new to science. The most widely distributed
species was Streptocephalus sirindhornae Sanoamuang et al., 2000, a newly
described species from northeast Thailand. It has to date been recorded in 38
provinces: Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, Nong Bua Lam Phu, Mahasarakham, Roi Et,
Kalasin, Yasothon, Amnatchareon, Ubol Ratchathani, Surin, Buri Ram, Si Sa Ket,
Chaiyaphum, Nakhon Ratchasima, Mukdahan, Nakhon Phanom, Sakon Nakhon,
Nong Khai, Loei, Phetchabun, Phitsanulok, Phichit, Sukhothai, Tak, Lampang,
Uttaradit, Phrae, Chiang Rai, Nan, Suphanburi, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Lopburi,
Saraburi, Phetchaburi, Chainat, Uthai Thani and Prachuap Kiri Khan. Branchinella
thailandensis n. sp. has so far been recorded in 11 provinces: Khon Kaen,
Mahasarakham, Roi Et, Nakhon Ratchasima, Chaiyaphum, Lop Buri, Chainat,
Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Suphan Buri and Uthai Thani. In contrast, Streptocephalus
siamensis n. sp. is extremely rare, and has so far been found only in Suphanburi and
Kanchanaburi Provinces. All species are endemic to Thailand.
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